GFAA Newsletter
June 2021
From the President

Contents

The contents of this newsletter reflect the changing
emphasis on bringing GFAA anglers engaging and
informative news.

1

President’s Note

3

New South Wales

I hope you enjoy the different articles on offer and
that you forward it on to anyone you feel may be
interested in any of them.

8

Northern Territory

11

Obituary

We have been working hard over the past month to
increase our social media presence and make the
pages more attractive to all, be they members or the
general public, partly with the aim of increasing
participation and club membership.
We’ve started off with the GFAA Juniors Facebook
and the website news pages have been completely
redesigned to give more concise and quicker
information to our valuable Junior Tournament
members and to encourage others to join this
entertaining activity. This is a precursor to an update
of the main Facebook and website news pages. Try
them out by clicking on a Facebook feed item.

13
17
18

Townsville GFC

20

Sailfish Science

21

Tasmania

25

Victoria

28
31

Tight Lines

33
President

Australian Marine
Parks
GFAA
Communications

Western Australia
- South
Junior
Tournament
Trophy
Nominations

35

Records

37

Contributors

TROPHY NOMINATIONS
See Page 33

GFAA Newsletter June 2021

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 1

.
GFAA Newsletter June 2021

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 2

New South Wales – Grahame Williams OAM,
GFAA Life member, GFAA Executive Officer, NSW.

NSWGFA did not have its AGM/Conference last year due to COVID -19 however the 2021 one
is proceeding, being held at Coffs Harbour on the 23rd-25th July. At the AGM two years of
Financial Statements will be presented in accordance with the NSW Fair Trading Covid-19
rules. Also, to be presented will be two years of Coastal Waters Trophies and the 2021
Interclub All Ports Championship Trophies. Two big nights and a full agenda for the Saturday
AGM Meeting.
The first part of the year has been a busy one for tournaments on the NSW coast.
Tournaments held since
February have been the
Lake Macquarie GFC One
Day Shootout held on the
31st January out of
Swansea. Tagged and
released were 11 fish
comprising six marlin, a
yellowfin tuna, a tiger
shark and three mahi
mahi. Captures were two
good size tigers weighing
340.5kg and 396kg and a
sensational mako weighing
448.5kg.

Junior Mia Wright with SGFC deckie Howie with Mia’s Australian
and NSW junior female record 13.3kg yellowtail kingfish on
10kg.Lord Howe island 27th February - Interclub All Ports

Following, on the 13th
February out of Gosford was the Central Coast GFC Skins Shootout where 13 marlin were
tagged and released and captured were two makos and a mahi mahi.
The N&PSGFC Garmin-d’Albora Port Stephens Classic was held out of Port Stephens on the
20th-22nd February. Results unknown. On 13th March, Jervis Bay GFC held a 1 Day Shootout.

Results were 43 fish tagged and released, 17 striped marlin, 24 black marlin and two
mahi mahi. The Broken Bay GFC Invitational was cancelled again due to weather.
The Sydney GFC Peter Goadby Memorial Tournament was held out of Watsons Bay on
the 17th-18th April. 30 boats entered with good weather but unfortunately the fish did not
cooperate with the results only being 10 tagged and released fish, nine marlin and a
mahi mahi. Captures were two blue marlin of 145.4kg and 187.3kg.
The last tournament for this report was the Port Hacking GFC 100 held out of Port
Hacking on the 1stand 2nd May. 59 boats entered with 17 fish tagged and released and 17
captures, ten yellowfin tuna from 38 - 68kg so plenty of fresh tuna was distributed. A
blue marlin of 208kg and a tiger shark of 206.5kg were weighed.
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ALL PORTS TOURNAMENT
The NSWGFA Interclub All Ports State Championships were held on the 27th and 28th February
and was considered the highlight of the 2020-21season by many. Covid-19 forced a change in
how the State Championships were conducted.

Kaitlyn Schofield
with her
Australian/NSW
record blue
marlin of 81.8kg
on 10kg line
caught during
the Interclub All
Ports on 27th Feb
out of Bermagui.

The Port Stephens Interclub
Championships has been
run out of Port Stephens for
the past 59 years. This
tournament is run by the
NSWGFA Executive and this
year the choice was to
cancel it or come up with
some acceptable format as
bookings for the
tournament functions in
Nelson Bay could not be
guaranteed.

The Executive met a couple
of times and decided to run
the Championships with a
“fish from any port” format,
however clubs still had to
nominate the teams of
three boats per team and
each boat had to fish from
the same chosen port. The
boats had to nominate
which port they would fish
from three weeks before
the start of the tournament.
This turned out to be a little
controversial as some
thought all should be fishing
the same waters for it to be fair to all. The response was that it is like a lottery depending on
where the bite will be or guessing where the bite would be three weeks out, however
everyone had a choice so eventually all accepted the decision and made their plans
accordingly.
The other issue was what the weather would be like over the total area of coastline. It was
decided if any area of the coastline was cancelled due to a gale warning which activates the
mandatory cancellation clause, entry fees would be refunded for all the boats nominated in
that area and the tournament would still run in areas not affected. It was a necessary risk
taken to enable the tournament to be run. This had never been attempted in NSW before.
With boats fishing out of 21 ports, five radio operators covered the total NSW coastline with
radio safety scheds run every two hours until all boats were back in the nominated ports.
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The past six years of the Interclub run out of Port Stephens has been a three-day format with
an extra day for Ladies Day. This years’ Interclub was scheduled for two days due to the
format and work involved and all clubs having their weigh stations open and operational.
The tournament averaged 120 boats and approximately 550 anglers. Surprisingly the “fish
from any port” format produced 203 boats entered with 920 anglers. Obviously, a lot of
paperwork to handle and
organise safety and sched
sheets for the 5 radio
operators with the different
boats in the territory of
operation. The three Zone
Chairs handled all the results
from their areas of the state.
All results from within their
separate areas were emailed
to them from each weigh
station and were sent on to
the NSWGFA Secretary Nigel to
collate and come up with the
results which were available
within two days.
Fortunately, the weather was
good along the whole coast
and fishing was hot in most
areas, there being no
Boat Punisher from Botany Bay GFC with a nice Wahoo
cancellations and plenty of fish caught during the Interclub All Ports on 27th February.
in most areas.
The results were outstanding with 555 fish tagged and released and 30 fish captured and
weighed. Of the above fish numbers 332 marlin were tagged and released, 204 black, 29 blue,
98 striped and 12 blues were captured and weighed. Six yellowfin tuna were tagged and one
weighed. An amazing 204 sharks were tagged and released, with only eight captured and
weighed, five makos, two tigers and a whaler.
•
•
•

Heaviest marlin captured was a 210.5kg blue and heaviest shark was a tiger of
394.5kg
Champion Club Tag and Release was Sydney GFC
Champion Club Capture was Broken Bay GFC.

The format was very successful financially, allowing NSWGFA to replenish our finances after
not charging affiliation fees for the 2020-2021 year waived to assist affiliated members with
the COVID 19 financial issues.

AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL BILLFISH TOURNAMENT
The Anzac Day weekend of 24th and 25th April was the timing for the Newcastle GFC
AIBT/East Coast Classic. 30 boats fished with 24 tagged and released fish made up of seven
blue marlin, 14 striped marlin, two whaler sharks and a mahi mahi. Captures were two tiger
sharks of 215.3kg and 403.4kg
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The total of fish scoring in the AIBT section were the 21 marlin which was a good result
considering fish being scarce as the postponed tournament date led to the bite subsiding
and the inshore bite disappearing. A great time was had by all and NGFC look forward to
hosting next year’s 2022 AIBT in March, hopefully some Interstate teams and a GFAA team
will enter the 2022 event.
AIBT Champion Angler – Steve Wilkinson

AIBT Champion Team –
Wild Thing - Chris
Russell (Skipper), Steve
Wilkinson, Steve Woods
and Josh Carney

AIBT Runner up
Champion Team – Seaka
Jayedon Thompson, Jeff
Thompson (Skipper) and
Warrick Lambert
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Northern Territory
Bruce Simpson – NTGFA President

Darwin GFC 2021 Billfish Bash
Darwin GFC was finally able to run its 5th Billfish on the planned dates for 2021 with no
cyclones or pandemics to stop the 17 teams taking part in this year’s event. The
competition was run over the new moon phase in April fishing Fog Bay on the Dundee
coast.
We welcomed a great contingent of
junior and female anglers over the
weekend with a total of 13 juniors
battling it out to win another fantastic
custom lure trophy to show off.
Day 1 saw teams really taking the time
to find the fish as for many this was
the first trip in the blue water for the
year, so information was scant on the
whereabouts of the fish. The field
spread out on the hunt for sailfish and
black marlin. It did not take long for
the first reported tag to come in for
Doug Blair, tagging a nice sailfish for
team Captain’s Cooked at 0755hrs as a
small bite window emerged on the
change of tide. The team quickly
followed up with another tagged
sailfish. Things went quiet until the
bottom of the low tide where two
more sailfish were reported in the
early afternoon for Dave Brooks on
Saltitude and Adam Hatfield of
Captain’s Cooked, who shot off to an
early lead. Team Stick ‘Em Up arrived
late in the morning and got to work by
putting tags in a black marlin for Tim
Roberts and a sailfish for Darryn
Bromley to take it up to the crew on
Captain’s Cooked.

Sailfish for Captain’s Cooked

Threatening weather

Crews found the going tough, not only
on the fish front but also the weather
front as a strong storm came in from
the east and hit the teams on lines
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out, making for a very uncomfortable ride for many pushing into a 30 knot easterly with
associated wind waves hitting the remnants of the year’s monsoonal swell from the
west. All teams were safely accounted for albeit a bit wet from rain and wave spray. It
was a quiet day with five sailfish and one black marlin reported, but we all knew a little
bit more of the location of bait and the bite windows.

Champion Junior Angler Grace Krollig

Day 2 and teams
had started to figure
out there was good
clean water to the
NW of Bowra Shoals
that saw them move
to ground not
normally fished.
Early in the season
the fish are found in
tight with the bait
on structure in
waters from 15m to
22m deep which is
the opposite to how
we finish the year,
much wider on large
schools of sardines
in 30-35m of water.
Again, a bite window
appeared on the
start of movement
of the outgoing tide
that saw junior
angler Grace Krollig
tag a sailfish at
0950hrs quickly
followed with
another for Melissa
Krollig from team
Cutting Edge only 20
minutes later.

Crews found that if they could find good bait, persistence paid off by hanging with the
bait. A steady stream of tagged fish reports came over the radio right through to the end
of the outgoing tide, with the subsequent change notching up another seven tagged
sailfish for the day, a slight improvement on numbers from Day 1 although we had lost
seven teams overnight not wanting to brave the conditions. It actually turned out to be
pristine weather, unlike predictions with winds under 10 knots all day and minimal
waves.

GFAA Newsletter June 2021

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 9

Presentations were held on the lawns of sponsor The Lodge of Dundee, allowing all to
discuss the weekend, enable the kids to let off some steam and present the winners
with their prizes.
I would like to thank our sponsors for their support once again for this competition that
continues to grow, Catbo Custon Lures, Easytease Gamefishing, Lodge of Dundee,
Beachfront Hotel, Humpty Doo Tavern, Craig’s Fishing Warehouse, Iron Jack and Bigfish
Gear.
Results were:
1st tagged fish day 1: Doug Blair
1st tagged fish day 2: Grace Krollig
Champion male angler: Tim Roberts 1900 points (1 sail 1 marlin)
Champion female angler: Mellisa Krollig 700 points (1 sail)
Champion Junior angler: Grace Krollig 700 points (1 sail)
Runner up Junior: Max Mychas
Champion team: Big Fish (Josh Ker, Tim Roberts, Scott Lathlean and Darryn Bromley)
3300 points - 1 marlin, 3 sails
▪ Runners Up: Captain Cooked 2100 points 2nd on count back from Cutting Edge by tag
time.
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
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Vale Dr Don Francois
John McIntyre GFAA Life Member
It is with regret that we record the passing of Doctor Donald Davis Francois on March 11, 2021,
aged 88 years. The Don, as he was popularly known, is regarded as one of the “fathers” of the
Australian gamefish and shark tag and release research programme, arguably now the most
successful in the world.
Don, born and
raised in New
Jersey and
educated in
several major
universities in
USA, served as
the Director of
New South Wales
Chief Secretary’s
Department, and
later its
successor
fisheries
management
organisation,
NSW Fisheries
Department. He
first worked in
Australia in
fisheries science
as a Fulbright
Scholar at The
Australian
Museum in 1958,
later moving back
to Australia from
USA in 1962, as the Senior Fisheries Biologist at the NSW Chief Secretary’s Department.
A dynamic personality, Don swept through the then somewhat stolid fisheries community with his
trademark energy and crash through style. Never one to hold back or to suffer fools gladly, Don
was sometimes viewed as an autocratic employer, but his track record of achievements is
impressive, and speaks for itself. He reinforced the department’s scientific ranks and elevated
worthy serving and new staff to greater responsibilities, imbuing the whole operation with a “can
do” spirit.
His drive led to the formation or reinforcement of various sections of the department, including
the Jindabyne Trout hatchery in 1962, the Narrandera Native Freshwater Hatchery, also in 1962,
the Brackish Water Fish Research station at Port Stephens in 1972. Following intense lobbying by
Don in 1969, the NSW Government commissioned the Fisheries Research Vessel Kapala, to expand
scientific and practical research into the regions deep water fisheries resources.
Of particular interest to game fishing folk is the history of the introduction of the tag and release
game fish programme. Several prominent game fishing personalities, notably the late John O’Brien
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MBE, and the late Peter Goadby OAM, had observed the success of the USA based Woods Hole
research tagging programme for billfish and other pelagic species. They encouraged Don Francois
to foster a parallel programme for Australia, which he did with his usual enthusiasm and
recognition of its potential for expanding the scientific knowledge of pelagic fishes in the region.
The tag and release efforts also coincided with the early days of the Cairns/ Great Barrier Reef
black marlin fishery, providing an unprecedented scientific resource.
Don’s thinking extended to the broader scale of the programme as initially it was conceived as a
NSW State venture. He realised that it should be national to be of real scientific use. He arranged
for his Minister to write to all other State and Territory fisheries ministers asking them to agree to
NSW tags being used in their jurisdictions. No objections were raised at the time, and it has been a
national effort ever since. There has been no expense to the other States and Territories in all that
time.
History has shown that
this work has reaped
dividends over the past
half century that were
unimaginable when Dr
Francois recruited the
young Dr Julian Geoffrey
Nicholson Pepperell in
1975 to set up and run
the embryo Australian
programme. It is fair to
say that the four person
informal committee of
Francois, O’Brien,
Goadby and Pepperell
can lay claim for the
success that ensued and
Past GFAA Secretary and Australian record holder the late Basil
has grown due to the
Mitchell of South Australia about to tag a black marlin at Cairnscontinuing expert
circa 1970 - Photo Vic McCristal
administration of the
programme by several generations of dedicated fisheries scientists and the efforts by participating
anglers throughout Australia.
Dr Don Francois was always a man with wide interests and amongst these were the 1969 purchase
and establishment of his Chateau Francois vineyard at Pokolbin in the NSW Hunter Valley. This
venture grew into one of the most successful single person vineyards in the country. This was a
“hands on” operation for Don who retired from Fisheries in 1986 to dedicate himself to the grape
cultivation and wine processing which was in the hands of his good friends at Tyrrell’s famous
winery, his neighbours.
Don suffered a stroke during this time and had some difficulties with his speech, but as past
colleagues can attest was still very much the “Don” that people recall. His passing ends a life well
lived by a robust, highly motivated and intelligent personality who left his mark on the scientific
world and the special world of marine science in Australia.
John McIntyre.
March 2021
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Australian Marine Parks – Parks Australia Staff
What’s happening in Australian Marine Parks?
Parks Australia manages 58 Australian Marine Parks in Commonwealth waters (3-200 nm
offshore) – they help to conserve marine habitats and species, and support a range of
uses (e.g. fishing, mining, tourism, research).

Marine Science program – building our understanding of fish and habitats
The marine science program is one of seven management programs and focuses on
science discovery and investigating habitats and marine life in the parks. Information
collected will help to establish baselines and inform longer-term monitoring programs.
Some examples of research and outputs that may be of interest to game fishers follows.
Coral Sea Marine Park
The Coral Sea Marine Park is almost 1 million km2 and supports one of the richest faunas
of reef fishes anywhere in the world, representing a mix of Pacific oceanic and Great
Barrier Reef fish. The park supports relatively high abundance of reef sharks (mainly the
grey reef shark and the silvertip shark) compared to other Indo-Pacific localities. Reefs in
the park are typically characterised by a high biomass of groupers, snappers and sharks.
The most extensive assessment of coral reef health and marine biodiversity ever
undertaken in the park was recently done by James Cook University, and the report can
be found here.
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Grey reef shark above Porites coral bommie in the Coral Sea. Credit: Tane Sinclair-Taylor.
North and South-west Networks - Fishing for knowledge Project
The University of Western Australia has received $195,272 through Round 2 of the Our
Marine Park Grants Program to build an understanding of marine parks through local
ecological knowledge. Commercial and recreational fishers spend a lot of time on the
water, observing patterns and trends in marine systems often invisible to science. This
project focuses on understanding and celebrating fishers' knowledge and empowering
its role in management decisions. For more information, and to be sent a copy of project
outputs please email: matthew.navarro@uwa.edu.au
North-west Network - Ecological Baselines (fish, sharks, rays and habitats) Project
The North-west Ecological Baselines project has been collecting data on the fish, shark
and ray species that call some of our Australian Marine Parks home. Surveys have
occurred in Eighty Mile Beach, Roebuck and Kimberley Marine Parks. The project is a
collaboration between Parks Australia, WA Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development (DPIRD) researchers, and Kimberley Indigenous rangers including
Dambimangari, Bardi-Jawi, Jabirr-Jabirr, Yawuru and Karajarri. You can read more in the
Parks Australia science news. Watch this space, with findings from this research to come.
Temperate East Network – Galapagos ‘whaler’ shark research at Lord Howe Marine
Park
The abundance of Galapagos (whaler) sharks (Carcharhinus galapagenis) in the waters of
Lord Howe Island had become a nuisance to fishers by taking their catch off the hook or
line before they could be landed into the boat, a process known as ‘depredation’. This
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species had not previously been studied in Australian waters, so research was needed to
inform decisions about how to manage the issue.
The Lord Howe Island Marine Park (NSW waters) and Lord Howe Marine Park
(Commonwealth waters) are managed collaboratively by NSW DPI and Parks Australia. A
four-year collaborative research program funded by Parks Australia with University of
WA, NSW Department of Primary Industries and the Integrated Marine Observing System
(IMOS) has just reached completion. Key recommendations include moving location
regularly when fishing, avoiding fishing in the same area on consecutive days, fishing in
deeper (>100 m) or shallower (<30 m) water, bringing back fish waste for disposal at the
Lord Howe Island waste management facility, using electric reels, jigs and lures and
diversifying the fish species targeted to include more demersal species. The testing of
shark deterrents was also recommended.

Galapagos shark approaching a hooked yellowtail kingfish prior to consuming it.
Credit: NSW DPI.
Recreational fishing in Commonwealth waters (North-west, Temperate East and
South-east Networks)
A study investigating recreational fishers’ interaction with Commonwealth managed
Australian Marine Parks and commercial fisheries has been undertaken by the National
Environmental Science Program (NESP). Existing datasets from the Hunter Marine Park
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(offshore of Seal Rocks, NSW) and Ningaloo Marine Park (offshore of Exmouth, WA) were
used to investigate the motivations, values and harvest of commercially important
species (i.e. yellowfin tuna, swordfish, gummy shark etc.) by recreational fishers.
The study also used boat ramp surveys along Tasmania’s east coast (adjacent to
Freycinet National Park) to assess recreational fishers’ understanding of management,
values and uses of offshore waters. Boat ramp use was also recorded as a proxy for
offshore visitation.
Some findings from the research include:
•

Charter boat catches in WA and NSW are dominated by demersal species (bottom
dwelling fish). The diversity and relative catch composition of these regions closely
resembles that reported for the broader boat-based recreational fishery.
However, the effort and numbers of fish harvested (retained) by the charter
sector, represent a small fraction of the total recreational catch.

•

In TAS, launch times are mostly between 0600-10:00, with returns usually
between 10:00-14:00. Along the east coast of TAS fishers generally showed strong
habituation to particular boat ramps.

A detailed report from the project is available here
Latest news
2021-22 Budget: Ocean Leadership Package
The Australian Government announced in April a $39.9 million investment in Australian
Marine Parks as part of a broader $100 million Ocean Leadership Package. The funding
will be used to support:
•

Additional rounds of Our Marine Parks Grants. The last round, Round 2, awarded
22 grants worth $6 million. Information on the 22 grants can be found here:

https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/management/partnerships/our-marine-parksgrants/
•

The creation of new marine parks in the Indian Ocean territories. More
information about the announcement can be found here:
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/news/australia-to-expand-marine-parks/

•

Ocean discovery research and park restoration projects

Resources
Marine Park Eco Narratives are a synthesis of existing knowledge for select Australian
Marine Parks, that includes information on fish found in the parks. Below is a list of the
Eco-Narratives completed so far.
•

Perth Canyon Marine Park Eco-Narrative (offshore of Perth, WA)

•

Geographe Marine Park Eco-Narrative (offshore of Busselton, WA)

•

Gascoyne Marine Park Eco-Narrative (offshore of Exmouth, WA)

•

Joseph Bonaparte Gulf Marine Park (offshore of Wadeye, NT)

•

Arafura Marine Park Eco-Narrative (offshore the Garig Gunak Barlu National Park,
NT)
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Want more information?
There are several ways to stay informed about what’s happening in Australian Marine
Parks, including:
•

Australian Marine Parks website https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/.

•

Australian Marine Parks Science Atlas
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/science/science-atlas/.

•

Social Media @ausmarine parks (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter).

•

Email MarineParks@awe.gov.au if there’s a specific project you would like more
information about.

For more detailed information about what’s happening in each of the Networks and
Coral Sea Marine Park, read the latest communique from our Australian Marine Parks
Advisory Committees
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/management/partnerships/#advisory-committees

GFAA Communications - Juniors Facebook and News Pages
As part of an ongoing review of the Association’s communications protocols those who
frequent the GFAA Juniors’ Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/gfaajunior/ or the
Juniors’ News page https://gfaa.asn.au/junior-news/ will notice significant changes.
Not only is there informative up to date news of happenings that are of interest to
Juniors, but National Coordinator Kevin Oates, has been digging into the archives to put
together a weekly “Blast from the Past” presenting images and narratives of past
achievements of Juniors and Small Fry anglers.

Clicking on a link on a
Facebook post will take you to
the News page showing News
items on the left and retaining
the Facebook feed on the
right.
There’s even a button to press
to recover archived items.
A freshening up of the Juniors’
Part of the website will
continue throughout the
winter. Keep in touch.
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Townsville Game Fishing Club
2021 LADIES GAME FISHING DAY BREAKS RECORDS
The Townsville Game Fishing Club (TGFC) hosted their annual
Ladies Game Fishing Day on Saturday June 19th.
A total of 66 female anglers including 2 juniors, entered and competed in Ladies
Day across 15 teams.
A huge number of pelagic fish were caught and weighed in by the ladies,
including the heaviest game fish caught by Renee Guazzo on “The Chapel”
who caught a Spanish mackerel weighing in at 8.1 kilograms.
A total of 5 black marlin tagged and released during the event with the
champion team fishing on vessel “Our Job Site” tagging 2 black marlin and
weigh in 3 Spanish mackerel and runner up vessel “Bee Haven” who tagged
and released 2 black marlin.
Overall Event Results:
• Champion Team for 2021 - The ladies on ‘Our Jobsite’ tagging 2
black marlin and weighing in 3 Spanish mackerel.
• Runner Up Team for 2021 - The ladies on ‘Bee Haven’ tagging 2 black
marlin.
• Champion Angler - Jodi Milton (‘Our Jobsite’)
• Champion Runner Up - Kat Price (‘Our Jobsite’)
• First Marlin - Karen Phillips (‘Shindig’)
• Heaviest Gamefish - Renee Guazzo (‘The Chapel’)
• Best Dressed Team (and Hard Luck Award winners) - ‘Beeline’
• Best Ollie/Olivia Pic - ‘The Chapel’ showcasing “Ollie’s big day out”
• KC Lures Best Fish - ‘Caboss’
The event delivered outstanding results with a total of $5319.00 being
raised in honor local charity The Golden Octopus Foundation.
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Team Beeline with their captures in the recent annual Charity TGFC Ladies Day.
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Sailfish Science! - Laura Smith
PhD researcher, The University of Queensland
Here’s an update on my project to study the genetic population structure of sailfish:

In April, I travelled to Darwin to collect fin clips from the sailfish found off Dundee Beach. I
attended two competitions with Bruce Simpson from the Darwin Game Fishing Club and also
went out with Kurt Williamson of Anglers Choice charters. I managed to collect a total of
seven samples.
While there, I was also interviewed for the local ABC Radio show “Tales of the Tinny”. Here’s
the link and my interview starts approx. 14 mins in:
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/talesfromthetinny/tales-from-thetinny/13335672
Travel to Broome to collect fin clips is being planned for late August with a
couple of charter operators willing to have me tag along on their boat. Hopefully the
sailfish population will be just as obliging. Dr Julian Pepperell is also discussing with some
charter fishers in WA about collecting samples from deceased sailfish (having been predated
on by sharks or died in the fight).
Tuna Australia is assisting by sampling from sailfish by-catch on longliners out of Mooloolaba,
which is helpful in increasing the sample size for the east coast.
I have begun DNA extractions on some of the older samples that were in Dr Sam
Williams’ collection, which have yielded good results.
Over the past month, I have had the pleasure of presenting my research to the Gold Coast
Game Fishing Club and the Australian Marine Sciences Association. I hope to present a poster
at the World Fisheries Congress later this year.
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Tasmania – Emilie Donovan – GFAA Executive Officer - Tasmania
Mako, Barrels and Broadbill
What a lucky State we live in! mako, yellowfin, southern bluefin tuna and broadbill all
feature over the last few months.
Broadbill
April saw the 3-day Tasmanian Broadbill
Championship, with Day 1 the best day for
a swordfish drop. Most teams headed for
the sword grounds in the early hours. All
teams reported baits getting smashed at
every drop, and it wasn't long before the
reports filtered through of teams getting
tight on the gladiators of the ocean.
The first team to land one on the deck was
Fathom, followed by Seismic. It was then
Thirsty Work II's turn, but after a gallant
fight by angler Hadley Deegan it turned
out to be a 200kg+ mako shark that was
tagged and released.
Back at the weigh station, it was time to
check the weights, and Seismic's fish was a
possible 60 kg tackle record (Currently
with John Willis at 208kg) but just shy at
201 kg. Unfortunately, some rushed rerigging at sea saw the team’s tackle fail
inspection when a replaced leader was
deemed to be over length. Fathom's fish
was up next, and they knew they had the
lead after Seismic’s unfortunate
Team Fathom Odyssey with their
miscalculation. Fathom pulled the scales down
146kg broadbill swordfish
at 146 kg (gutted and gilled); unfortunately for
the team, they too suffered a tackle miscalculation and an added "stinger hook" that was
put into place at sea put their leader over length by 11cm!!! Team Hellrazer #1 angler
Olivia Parkinson placed two tags in bluefin tuna and won day with one tag and release.
On Day 2, the weather was not ideal for a trip to the shelf, so teams switched to hunting
the jumbo bluefin and yellowfin tuna in close. Most teams got some tags in with two
teams "tagging out" and close to 75 tags wereplaced in tuna for the day. Team Kraken
was the first to tag out and took Day 2 honours. On Day 3 we woke to 35-40 knot wind
and no hope of getting to the shelf. Once again, the hunt continued for some tuna to tag.
All teams managed to tag a bunch of tuna, and once again, over 70 tags were applied.
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Bass Straight Barrels – Stories Galore!!
March saw yellowfin tuna off St Helens, and May
and June have been barrels in Bass Strait! Harry
Murfet and Glen Saltmarsh and the team at
Seamaster in Devonport have found barrel
yellowfin and barrel southern bluefin tuna over the
last few months. Being able to zip out after work
for a fish is a luxury – being able to duck out after
work and catch a barrel, well, that is simply the
best! Enjoy a few of the stories:
01 June: Seamaster's Devonport Manager Harry
Murfet snuck out of his home port this morning for a
couple of hours before work to chase the elusive Bass
Strait bluefin with crew members Steve
Garwood and Tutta Trutta. Unfortunately, Harry had
to call his sales manager Glen Saltmarsh and advise
him he'd be a little late, as they had hooked up on the
morning tide change. After an hour tussle on heavy
tackle, Harry and crew had Devonport's fourth barrel
bluefin for the season on board, officially weighing
110kg cleaned.

Joshua Wolfe with his 133 kg SBT off
Devonport

From Glen Saltmarsh: “16 May: I had initially called
it too windy when I woke up early Sunday morning,
but after another hour’s sleep, the wind had dropped
to 30 km per hour which I was happy to put up with.
Tim and I headed out to 30 metres and saw a lot of
bait on the sounder. The water had turned a really
inviting blue colour, so I decided this was a good
enough area to start. After getting out to 42 metres,
the bait balls had got very thick and a lot of dolphins
appeared around the boat. A short time later, a mark
appeared on the sounder 20 metres down that I

showed to Tim and said that looks like
tuna. At this point my hopes had got
reasonably high and within a couple of
minutes, the long corner, a Tiagra 50W
loaded with 24kg screamed to life. I
couldn't believe it; we had found another
tuna out of Devonport! This was Tim's
first go at using a 50W reel and the first
tuna he'd ever fought, an excellent job.

Even the bait balls look like Tasmania
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The fight lasted roughly 1 1/2 hrs with us
hooking it about 10 am. It took the same lure
I was successful with last year, a blue lumo
meridian, a colour that matched the stomach
contents - pilchards. I would base lure colour
on that. Last year we lost one on a redbait
colour and another on a pilchard Halco.
Hopefully, something in amongst that report
helps you find one of these magnificent fish
off Devonport. Cheers Glen Saltmarsh.”

GFAA Newsletter
Contribute to the GFAA Newsletter
Tony Beswick, Jackson Coventry and Ben
Stammers launched from Burnie at lunch time Late in the afternoon just west of Devonport they
trolled through some dolphins in 38 metres of
water and got a double hook up on Jumbo Bluefin
Tuna. Lost one instantly pulling the hook but
ended up landing this big girl estimated an easy
130kg!

GFAA welcomes articles about your
club, its members, fishing activities
and achievements, places to visit,
tips and tricks, humour, opinions
and advertisements – anything that
you would like to share with more
than 7500 members and the wider
world of game fishing.
Contact: info@gfaa.asn.au
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Victoria – Alex King – GFAA Executive Officer Victoria
VICTORIAN GAME FISHING IS ON FIRE!!!
Heading east or west, the chances of wrangling with a fish of a lifetime is at
its peak. The weather has been very stable the past few months and anglers are taking
advantage of every opportunity between lockdowns heading offshore to target
swordfish, southern bluefin tuna and sharks along with the tasty species of the deep like
pink ling and blue eye.
LAKES ENTRANCE – EAST GIPPSLAND
Offshore has been fishing exceptionally
well with multiple captures and tagging
of broadbill swordfish, charter operator
Richard Abela has been out with Dr Sean
Tracey from the Institute of Marine and
Antarctic Studies undertaking satellite
tagging and release of these prehistoric
beasts. They successfully satellite tagged
two of three swords they caught, with
one of them estimated to be 280kg. The
tags are expected to stay connected for
250 days, then disconnect and float to
the surface to transmit their data.
The study’s main aim is to learn more
about the post release mortality of
recreationally caught swordfish.

Richard Abela and James Evans with satellite
tagged swordfish.

Recreational anglers have been successfully
targeting swords, with multiple daily fish
captures when the weather allowed, along
with a bycatch of the prized southern bluefin
tuna.
Angler and president of the Bass Strait
Game Fishing Club Dimitri Garoufalis
(Pictured Left) has had an unbelievable
season so far, putting in the effort and
getting great results.

GFAA Newsletter June 2021

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 25

Mark Irvine with his 139kg
broadbill swordfish

Let’s hope the stable weather holds into
July so that anglers can continue to
undertake the 80+km journey to target
these beasts in the canyons.
Congratulations to all.
APOLLO BAY TO PORTLAND – SOUTHWEST

The southwest of Victoria had been
fishing well for bluefin tuna, with
school sized tuna being in
abundance around the inshore reefs
from Apollo Bay right along the
coast to Portland. Anglers have
succeeded in capturing and tagging
multiple fish in a session. The bigger
fish this year have been holding

wide offshore between Port
Campbell and Apollo Bay, for
the anglers willing to travel
the 90km distance, most
have been rewarded with
fish between 60kg to in
excess of 120kg.
The fishing is heating up as
the weather does the
opposite, anglers are looking
forward to the return of the
SIMRAD Victorian Tuna
Classic that is due to be held
28-29th August 2021 at
Apollo Bay.
For More information on the
Callum Ritchie with a great southern bluefin
tournament visit the VGFC
tuna caught out of Apollo Bay.
Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/vicgamefc
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James Papas with his barrel southern
bluefin tuna from Apollo Bay.

Magnet Fishing Charters customers
having a ball on the school size
southern bluefin tuna out of Portland.
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Western Australia South – John Cramer – GFAA Executive Officer
WA South
SECOND LOVE OR JOINING THE GAME FISHING SECTION FRATERNITY
I once had the opportunity of fishing the Hudson River (USA) for bass and blue fish (tailor
in our language). My host and his wife were both keen anglers and both were Professors
of Law at different Universities in New York. The reason I mention this is that their boat
was called, perhaps out of mutual respect, ‘Second Love’.
Joining a club or bolstering membership into what was once believed to be the lofty
heights of fishing, that of ‘game fishing’, has at times been hampered by the belief that it
was a ‘rich man’s sport’. This misconception often stemmed from the thinking that it
required a big boat, expensive fishing tackle, or simply because there were few people
willing to share the experience and knowledge, unless you could afford the experience
on an expensive charter boat.
Today, none of the above could be further from the truth. Perhaps and except, the
‘Second Love’ part.
Allow me to recall when I first
got involved in the journey
toward achieving the ultimate
in fishing, catching the ‘Mount
Everest’ of fish, a marlin.
I had just got married and
was working in Karratha,
located on the mid-west
coast of WA.
The King Bay Game Fishing
Club (KBGFC) was at the time
holding fortnightly ‘Roller
Skating’ nights for the kids in
town at the Karratha
Entertainment Centre, run by
the local shire. The Centre
was a new building that
incorporated an indoor,
wood floor multi-purpose
court, two squash courts and
served as a function centre
for everything from
weddings, club functions,
touring bands and celebrity
entertainers.
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The ’Roller Skating’ nights served several of the KBGFC purposes. Firstly, the Club
provided a social service to the general community. Secondly, it gave the parents the
opportunity to leave kids in a supervised situation so that they could sneak out for a bit
of ‘adult time’. Thirdly, it did raise money for Club needs and finally and most
importantly, it facilitated direct contact with ‘new’ residents within the community. i.e. a
means to introduce them to one of the towns major pastimes, fishing. In this case, game
fishing.
Included in the many benefits of living in a coastal town like Karratha, is the simple fact
that you are close to the water and there is a huge variety of both bottom and pelagic
fish to target. The town boasts (and still does I think) a greater percentage of boat
owners per capita than anywhere else along our West Australian coastline. With a
somewhat transient population at the time, boats were regularly being re-sold and were
often handed over by people who had been involved in the KBGFC.
Although I loved fishing, I had never experienced the concept of catching a fish weighing
equal to, or greater than, the breaking strain of the line being used. I was nevertheless
hooked and ‘tagged’ as a new member on my first night of ‘Roller Skating’. Two Life
Members, then President of the Club John Berthelsen (now unfortunately deceased) and
Dennis Bryan-Smith were among the first people to offer to take me out and introduce
me to the concept of ‘game fishing’. Like most beginners I felt that I had been introduced
to the pinnacle of the fishing world and catching a bill fish was the ‘holy grail’ to aim for.
The most important lesson I learnt from my then tutors, was the importance of sharing
the knowledge and encouraging others. A lesson I still hold as my mantra today.
Both John and Dennis were great coaches, both careful not to introduce me straight into
the ‘light tackle category’. They did this by first targeting big fish on ‘heavy tackle’ and my
first trip out dispersed many of the misconceptions previously noted.
John Berthelsen had, I seem to
recall, an open ~ 20ft, single
engine, trailer boat and on my
very first trip out we set off to
target Spanish mackerel at two
locations known as the Inner and
Outer Patches. For me, trolling
and catching fish between
roughly 8 and 20kg was
exhilarating using 10 or 15kg
breaking strain line. The line class
was chosen for two reasons, one,
I was a novice and two (which I
did not fully appreciate at the
time) was simply to reduce the
chance of our fish becoming
fodder for the sharks.
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Both John and Dennis’s patience and own quiet enthusiasm, were the only added tonic I
needed from that point on. Within a few months I had purchased my own 10kg outfit
and was already considering my next purchase of a 6kg rod and reel so that I could catch
those same mackerel and sailfish on even lighter gear.
Today the world of game fishing has opened up a lot more to keen fisherpersons due to
a multitude of media formats, better equipped boats, the deployment of local FADs (Fish
Aggregating Devices) and the realisation that it is an achievable fishing pinnacle, even if
you don’t have all the expensive gear. One thing that it is important for clubs and game
fishing sections to have, are mentors like John and Dennis who welcome new members.
I would like to believe that I have adopted many of the skills they so willingly shared. I
find myself smiling within whenever I get the opportunity to take new members out, who
get excited for the same reasons I did all those years ago.
The bottom line, more often than not when new members join a club, they need support
and made to feel welcomed.
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Junior Tournament - Kevin Oates - National Junior Tournament Coordinator
Hi everyone
In the last few months anglers have enjoyed some great fishing around the country with
some really putting in huge efforts.
Western Australia has seen a few tournaments conducted with the Hornhardt sisters
Chloe and Jessica tagging and capturing a variety of species. Max and Mia Grasso also
joined in with numerous fish being tagged. In the Northern Territory, Ruby Simpson
tagged a narrow barred mackerel.
In Queensland, Ryan Meads fishing out from Mackay has also captured and tagged a
total of 12 narrow barred mackerel, further south on the Sunshine Coast Ben Massurit
has continued his outstanding season tagging a further three black marlin.
In New South Wales the action has been plentiful with Hunter Davies from Shellharbour
tagging a black and a striped marlin, whilst the star of the far south, Kaitlyn Schofield has
tagged a further 12 striped marlin (average weight 75kg) fishing out of Bermagui,
including a state and Australian record fish of 81.8kg on 10kg line. (see image in NSW
section) From Victoria, Damian Sandy also fishing out of Bermagui tagging four striped
marlin and capturing a further two.
Tasmania also saw a few tournaments conducted with some success by our Junior
anglers, Brocklyn Joyce tagging three southern bluefin tuna and capturing another two
whilst fellow Game Fishing Club of Northern Tasmania team-mate Sarah Donovan also
tagged and captured a southern bluefin tuna.
South Australia had one of its larger tournaments at Port MacDonnell, Sam Whan had a
great few days tagging 10 southern bluefin tuna and weighing in a further six. Georgia
Barret also weighed in three southern bluefin tuna and brothers Kyle and Liam Johnson
also recorded captures with Kyle weighing in three and Liam two.
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As the tournament year is coming to a close and the winter months have set in, fishing
reports are slowing down as I gather some think it’s a bit chilly or windy on the high seas.
However, in the south, the fish are still about with plenty of smaller southern bluefin
tuna along the Victorian coast and some monster broadbill being landed at Lake
Entrance.
Looking forward to winding up the tournament
year and hopefully being in a position to present
some State and National awards at the
presentation evening on 30th October.
Good fishing and tight lines
Kevin Oates

Hunter Davies marlin boat side

Damien Sandy – Monthly awards

Record Claims
All anglers making claims for Australian records are requested to please make the claim
fees payable to GFAA by EFT to: GFAA - Westpac - BSB - 035304 Account - 294263.
Please include the angler’s name as a reference and send the receipt of payment with the
claim and email the details to petercoxqld@gmail.com
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Trophy Nominations
Trophy nominations for the year ended 30th June 2021 are requested by GFAA for
inclusion in the Annual Awards. Please send entries by 9th August to be included
in consideration. CLICK HERE to download the nomination forms.
Trophies to be awarded for 2020-21 are:

Tom Bell
Trophy

For the angler who captures the
heaviest gamefish (excluding sharks) in
Australian waters

Peter
Goadby
Trophy

For the angler who captures the
heaviest shark in Australian waters

Bob Lowe
Trophy

For the most meritorious tag & release
achievement by a GFAA affiliated club in
Australian waters.

Peter
Bennett
Trophy

For the most meritorious tag & release
achievement by a GFAA junior in
Australian waters.

Geoffrey
Woolley
Trophy

For the most meritorious tag & release
achievement by an adult angler in
Australian waters
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John
Dunphy
Trophy

An encouragement award for Juniors
who have achieved an IGFA, GFAA, State
or Club record, a notable fishing
capture or T&R achievement,
exceptional contributions to the sport of
game fishing and/or outstanding
example as a role model for other
juniors

Juniors Facebook and News Pages
Clicking on a link on a Junior Facebook
post will take you to the News page
showing News items on the left and
retaining the Facebook feed on the right.
There is even a button to press to recover
archived items.
A freshening up of the Juniors’
Part of the website will continue
throughout the winter. Keep in touch.
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Records – Peter Babarskas
Life Member, Records Officer and Rules Committee Chair
New records from 4th February 2021 to 23rd June 2021
Category

Species

Line
Angler
Class

Male

Southern
bluefin tuna

10

Darren
Buttigieg

Small Fry Male

Mahi mahi

4

Small Fry Male

Whaler shark

Small Fry Male

Weight State

Status

121.98

VIC

Aust, World

Lochlan Turrell

7.32

WA

Aust

3

Max Grasso

17.10

WA

Aust

Narrow barred
mackerel

3

Max Grasso

7.00

WA

Aust

Small Fry Male

Blue Marlin

60

Cruz Neville
McEwan

141.30

WA

Aust

Small Fry Male

Queenfish

2

Max Grasso

5.40

WA

Aust

Small Fry Female

Queenfish

3

Mia Grasso

4.92

WA

Aust

Female 20:1

Tiger shark

4

Briana Bollard

129.70

WA

Aust, World

Small Fry Male

Mahi mahi

2

Lochlan Turrell

2.42

WA

Aust

Male 15:1

Mako shark

8

Brian Rainbird

133.30

TAS

Aust

Male 15:1, 1000lb

Tiger shark

37

James
Devereux

626.00

NSW

Aust

Male 15:1, 1000lb

Tiger shark

37

Sam Wilkins

569.00

NSW

Aust

Junior Female

Blue marlin

10

Kaitlyn
Schofield

81.80

NSW

Aust

Male 15:1

Mako shark

24

Lewis Ireland

448.50

NSW

Aust

Junior Female

Yellowtail
kingfish

10

Mia Wright

13.30

NSW

Aust

Small Fry Male

Brassy trevally

6

Max Grasso

8.10

WA

Aust

Small Fry Female

Kawa kawa
tuna

4

Mia Grasso

5.36

WA

Aust

Junior Female

Mako shark

37

Sarah Donovan

163.00

TAS

Aust

Female

Albacore

10

Ltyra Carr

21.70

TAS

Aust

Male

Brassy trevally

3

Nick Horlock

6.85

WA

Aust

Junior Female

Golden trevally

2

Chloe
Hornhardt

8.25

WA

Aust

Small Fry Male

Shark mackerel

1

Dean Gates

2.00

WA

Aust

Small Fry Male

Spangled
emperor

1

Dean Gates

1.40

WA

Aust
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Small Fry Male

Tiger shark

24

Kalvin Gates

142.40

WA

Aust

Junior Female

Wahoo

15

Lily Sims

17.20

QLD

Aust

Small Fry Male

Mako shark

37

Noah Martin

127.40

TAS

Aust

Male 1000lb

Tiger shark

37

Andrew Pattie

469

NSW

Aust

Small Fry Male

Goldspot
trevally

2

Dean Gates

3.80

WA

Aust

Small Fry Male

Mahi mahi

4

Kalvin Gates

9.30

WA

Aust

All anglers making claims for Australian records are requested to please make the claim
fees payable to GFAA by EFT to: GFAA - Westpac - BSB - 035304 Account - 294263.
Please include the angler’s name as a reference and send the receipt of payment with
the claim and email the details to petercoxqld@gmail.com

Links - Click on logo to visit the state website.
GFAA

Northern
Territory

New South
Wales

Queensland

South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

Western
Australia

AIBT Presentation Function Trophy Display
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Subscriptions
CLICK HERE to subscribe to direct distribution. Insert in your name, club and email
address.
GFAA undertakes not to use, share or retain any subscriber information for any purpose
other than the delivery of this Newsletter.

Contribution and Contributors
Would you like to share your club’s or members’ achievements? Any club or member of a
GFAA affiliated club is encouraged to contribute to the next issue of the GFAA newsletter.
Articles of a general or specific nature in Word format with medium resolution images
are welcome. GFAA reserves the right to edit content.
Email to secretary@gfaa.asn.au

Contributors to this issue: Peter Babarskas, Ian Bladin, Peter Coote, Peter Cox,
John Cramer, Emilie Donovan, Dawn Earle, Alex King, John McIntyre, Kevin Oates, Bianca
Priest and the Marine Parks Team, Doug Sanderson, Bruce Simpson, Laura Smith, Bernie
Travers and Grahame Willliams.

© 2021 The Game Fishing Association of Australia (Inc)

GFAA Newsletter November 2020

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 37

GFAA Newsletter November 2020

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 38

