
 

 
 

Kevin Oates - National Junior Tournament Coordinator 

 

My report this time reflects the success of our GFAA 

National Junior Team fishing in the Bay of Islands, 50th 

Anniversary International Yellowtail Kingfish 

tournament.  

 

The event is a light tackle tournament with 6kg and 8kg 

the two lineclass categories permitted. Capture, and the 

newly introduced  measure and release, as well as tag 

and release sections, provide the anglers with a variety 

of options when targeting hard fighting reef monsters.  

The predominent scoring species is yellowtail kingfish 

however, a trophy is awarded for the heaviest other 

species. This year saw mako sharks up to 150kg fought 

and some monster snapper with two landed weighing 

8.45kg and 10kg on 6kg lineclass.  

 

The 2019 event marked the event’s 50th anniversary 

and buoyed by the success of another Junior team in 

2016, this hand-picked squad was under pressure to 

come home with the silverware. But even more than 

that ,they were to enjoy themselves and act as good 

ambassadors for GFAA’s juniors. To their credit, they 

achieved all that was put before them. 

 

Our team consisted of Team Captain, Brody McKay 

(Batemans Bay GFC), Lachlin Hicks (GFC of Northern 

Tasmania), Oska Davis (Central Coast GFC) and Ben 

Massurit (Sunshine Coast GFC). 

 

I escorted the team and parents to the village of Russell 

in the Bay of Islands which is a historical whaling village 

and at one stage was the capital of New Zealand. We 

arrived on Thursday before the start of the competition 

on Sunday which allowed the team to settle in and get 

to know each other. The senior Aussie contingent led by 

43 year tournament veteran Terry Titchener, arrived 

late on Friday after some major hiccups at Auckland 

airport. 

 



Saturday saw most of the fleet arrive at Russell including the Junior Team Boat “G.P.S”. The 

tournament briefing was conducted in the Bay of Islands Swordfish Clubrooms that evening. With 

approximately 150 in attendance, our team met their skipper (Hayden Wright), deckhands Brad 

and Bailey, collected their team’s tournament bags in readiness for an early start the next 

morning. 

 

Arriving in darkness at the jetty at 6:15am, all anglers boarded their boats and proceeded to the 

start line at Russell Point before the radio call went out at 7am to cross the line and proceed to 

the bait grounds. Fishing starts at 9am each day, concluding at 3:30pm, so the quicker boats can 

get their bait and be at their preferred fishing spots while some on the slower boats don’t get to 

start fishing until 10:30 or so. 

 

G.P.S fished south of the Bay of Islands in an area called “Home Point”, mid-morning the call came 

through that Oska Davis had landed the first fish for the team closely followed by Ben Massurit. 

Whilst the other 2 boys had bites with no success, all the luck was with Oska and Ben with Oska 

landing two yellowtail kingfish for the day and Ben three. 

 

Day two saw the team captain also get amongst the action with Brody landing his first kingfish, 

Ben adding another to his tally and Oska a pair.  

 

 At this stage the Aussie Junior Team was clearly in front 

of their friends from the Whangarei Deep Sea Anglers 

Club, the Whakatane GFC and the Russell School Junior 

Team.  

 

Day three saw a change at the top of the leader board 

with the Whakatane Juniors landing five good sized fish 

from the Cavalli Island region in the north. That put them 



into the overall lead for champion 

Junior team and one of their anglers 

was now also leading Ben for 

champion junior angler status. Ben 

continued his great form on day three 

catching another kingfish taking his 

tournament tally to five and Lachlin 

getting his first kingfish for the 

tournament. 

 

The team was fired up when the fourth 

day broke. Like the first day, mid-

morning and G.P.S was on the board 

with Brody getting the first kingy, then 

it appeared to be a continual call feast 

from G.P.S with all team members 

catching fish. Brody landed two more, 

Ben landed the heaviest for the team 

weighing in at 15.05Kg and Lachlin landed 

another. They also realised that no junior team 

had tagged a fish so Oska and Lachlin tagged one 

apiece each and Ben two. The result of day four 

was five fish weighed, four tagged and countless 

numbers broken off with many baits getting 

hammered by snapper.  

 

At the conclusion of the days fishing, the team 

members were wondering whether they had 

been able to regain their top spot, they knew 

their closest opponents had also landed two fish, 

so it was all about points and the size of the fish. 

 



The Presentation Dinner on Friday evening 

was held this year at the historic Duke of 

Marlborough Hotel in Russell, so the wait for 

results was soon over. 

 

Ben Massurit won the Champion Tag and 

Release angler, winning the coveted Tommy 

Roche-Barbara Brittain Micky Mouse Trophy. 

He also won Runner-up Highest Points 

Scoring Junior Angler only being beaten by 

100 points (not even a fish tail in weight) by 

Cameron Fleming from the Whakatane GFC. 

 

Our junior team took out the prestigious 

Champion Junior Team award and were 

presented with a variety of prizes, rods, 

commemorative jackets and the Tommy 

Roche-Jack Brittain Mickey Mouse Champion 

Team Perpetual Trophy. 

 

Celebrations and congratulations all round 

with our team presenting their Skipper and 

Deckhands with special Team Jackets and a bottle of 

their favourite beverage. Together with myself as 

Team Chaperone, we also presented Brenda Saul 

(immediate Past President of the Whangarei Deep Sea 

Anglers Club) and her husband Pete Saul, who is in 

charge of the NZ Tagging program, with a GFAA 

appreciation banner for their Club.  

 

A great week was had by all in Russell enjoying the 

sights and history of the area and region, meeting 

new-found friends and colleagues from other clubs. 

 

Congratulations to the Australian Junior Team and 

special thanks to the Bay of Islands Swordfish Club, 

the second oldest Game Fishing Club in the World, for 

running such a successful competition in this their 50th 

anniversary year. 

 

Thanks also to the GFAA Junior Tournament Sponsors 

for their support. Shimano, Tackle World, Australian 

Solid Fuel Testing, Halco and Bluewater Magazines. 

 

 

Kevin Oates 

GFAA National Junior Tournament Coordinator 

 

 

Ctrl+Click on the GFAA Junior 

Tournament logo for further 

information 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gfaajunior/

