GFAA Newsletter
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From the President
Welcome to this, the first issue of the GFAA Newsletter,
addressed to all affiliated members of our great
association. The Association represents around 8300
registered members through the Australian clubs in each
state, representing their interests in the promotion and
administration of the sport. This new GFAA Newsletter is
planned to be published roughly every 3 months, the timing
dependent on the volume of news to hand. Unashamedly, it
is to put GFAA’s name as the oldest national game fishing
association in the world, in front of its members, potential
members and those who need to know that we are a
cohesive, focussed body.
The newsletter will strive to showcase the achievements of
the clubs and anglers and in particular those junior and
small fry members on whom the future of the sport
depends.
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Being the first issue, it is necessarily big and hopefully will appeal to a wide audience,
successive issues can be expected to be smaller and develop its own content and style..
As well as being accessible from the GFAA website, the Newsletter will be distributed
through State and Club secretaries as a downloadable pdf. Direct delivery to many anglers is
already in place and those who indicated that they wish to receive it directly will be receiving
future issues straight into their inboxes. See the form on the last page for free subscriptions.
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News
GFAA Annual Conference
th

The 80 Annual General Meeting of the
Association was held on 7th October at
the Gold Coast. Each state was
represented by elected members of
State Associations, some of whom are
elected members of GFAA Executive.
Other members of the GFAA Executive
are the National Junior Coordinator,
Environmental Officer and Scientific
Officer. Also present were four Life
Members Brett Cleary, Pat Gay, Bob
Lowe and Grahame Williams OAM.
Items to come out of the meeting which
affects all our anglers are:
Affirmation that the GFAA Journal for
2018 and onwards will continue as a
hard copy distributed directly to
anglers (Make sure your club has an
up to date postal address).
Further confirmation of the change in
the line backing rule changes
previously announced (NSW
excluded).
A grant of $3200 for an extension to
the black marlin study being
conducted by Sam Williams.
Confirmation of a $15000 grant
spread over three years, to the New
South Wales Tournament Monitoring
Program
Funding for the placement of seven
additional satellite tags to be
deployed in Queensland and
Western Australia
Following the Annual meetings a gala
Awards Presentation Dinner was held.
This was attended by 25 Juniors and
small fry anglers from across Australia,
who received awards and trophies for
outstanding achievements in the year
to 30th June. Senior members were well
represented among the 125 attendees.
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2018 Conference
The 2018 GFAA Annual Conference and
Presentation Dinner is to be held at the
Stamford Grand Hotel in Glenelg
(Adelaide) on 3rd November. Further
details will be advised to participants.

Commonwealth Marine
Reserves
Most would be aware of the challenges
put before us by the outgoing Labor
Federal Government in 2013, proposing
to lock recreational fishers out of vast
tracts of ocean which have been fished
by game fishers with little or no
damage over the last 50–70 years.

More recently, the struggle against
these impositions has received strong
support from the Minister of the
Environment Josh Frydenberg and his
National Parks Department.
GFAA clubs, state associations and
anglers made submissions to
Commonwealth National Parks
Department in September last year
with the expectation that the legislation
would be introduced in Parliament late
in 2017.
Since then, with the flurry of activity, in
the parliament, we have been advised
that the legislation will now not be
tabled before late March 2018.
GFAA has initiated encouraging
teleconferences with cross bench
senators.
www.gfaa.asn.au
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State News
New South Wales – Grahame Williams OAM, GFAA Life
member, GFAA Executive Officer, NSW.
NSWGFA waters have been producing good catches since the start of the 2017-2018
season which commenced mid-September 2017. Fishing really started firing in early
January and has continued through to present.
By the end of March there will have been 19 sanctioned tournaments held in ports
between Eden in the south and Coffs Harbour in the north. All clubs have had good
numbers enter their tournaments due to some good weather and many great prizes.
There are another 15 tournaments still to come to finish the season so hopefully the
fish will hang around for those tournaments as well.
All clubs have their normal point score days throughout the season as well as
tournaments, so fishing in NSW waters is very busy and by the end of June most
skippers and crew are looking forward to the winter break, not so sure about the wives
and girlfriends, maybe they want the guys out there all the time.
The Newcastle & Port Stephens GFC put on the largest money prize tournament ever in
NSW waters, the Garmin Shootout Tournament held out of Port Stephens, $12,500cash
for the tag and release winning team, a major prize for the heaviest billfish over 150kg
and then $100,000 cash for the capture of the heaviest blue marlin over 236kg. The
tournament drew a record number of entries due to the prizes on offer. All prizes
except the $100,000 went off. Fortunately for the good of our sport the big money prize
was not won. It was a close thing as one vessel weighed a blue marlin of 232kg just 4kg
short of the requirement. Hopefully this sort of cash will never be offered again as I
personally believe it is very bad for the reputation of our sport.
The NSWGFA Interclub State Championships, also held at Port Stephens were again run
over four days in February commencing with Ladies Day on Thursday 22nd and then the
actual championships from Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th. Ladies day had 36 boats
competing on a fair weather day so all the ladies that fished had a great day being
looked after with fish and generally being spoiled by the skippers and crews.
The Championships had 122 boats enter in their club teams of three boats per team.
The total anglers registered to fish was 556 made up of 526 adults, 21 juniors and 9
small fry.
Day one saw good seas and weather conditions with fishing starting after the
mandatory sail past in boat number order, Fishing finished at 5.30pm. A total of 186
fish were tagged & released and 9 fish were captured and weighed.
Day two presented some pretty rough weather and sea conditions however all boats
were out again due to the promise of good numbers of fish. It goes to show when the
bite is on all want a piece of the action so if you have to tough it out so be it, as well it is
a team’s event with the three boats in each team representing their clubs for the
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honour of Champion Tag and Release Club and Champion Capture Club as well as the
individual trophies. A total of 177 tagged and released fish and seven captures were
weighed for day two.
on the last day, the conditions had improved but were still a bit bumpy, with a current
and swell working against each other. Winds were 20 knots from the north east in the
morning swinging to a south west around lunchtime. Due to less fishing time on the last
day and having to present gear at the weigh station by 6pm not quite as many fish were
caught, however still a great day’s fishing was had by the majority of boats. A total of
134 tagged and released fish and 13 captures for the final day.
The outcome for the tournament was 526 fish plus another 31 fish on Ladies Day, a
terrific result that will hopefully bring many more boats and anglers back in 2019.

2018 NSWGFA Interclub major awards
Champion Boat - Tag & Release
Runner Up Champion Boat - Tag & Release
Champion Boat - Capture
Runner Up Champion Boat - Capture

“Born Free” - Newcastle & Port Stephens GFC
“Pro-Fish-Ent” - Kiama GFC.
“Workhorse”- Broken Bay GFC
“Rampage”- Broken Bay GFC

Champion Club Team - Tag & Release
Runner Up Club Team - Tag & Release
Champion Club Team - Capture
Runner Up Club Team - Capture

Team 2 - Newcastle & Port Stephens GFC
Team 1 - Broken Bay GFC
Team 3 - Broken Bay GFC
Team 1 - Lake Macquarie GFC

Champion Club - Tag & Release
Champion Club - Capture

Newcastle & Port Stephens GFC
Broken Bay GFC

Tournament Statistics
Species
Marlin

Black
Blue
Striped

Other
Game
Fish

Mahi mahi
Shortbill spearfish
Yellowfin tuna
Yellowtail kingfish
Striped tuna

Sharks

Hammer head
Tiger
Whaler
Totals – all species
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23 Feb
T&R Capture
97
16
7
48
2
5
1
4

24 Feb
T&R Capture
79
1
8
2
73
3
1

4
1

1
5

4
1
10
186

3

25 Feb
T&R Capture
29
4
7
80
2
Total marlin

9

206
44
205
455

2

17
3
6
10
1
37

1

5
1
Total other game fish

1

1

7

9
1
Total sharks

177

Total

7

134
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1
27
34
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Other NSW Items
Grahame Williams represents GFAA at the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals program - more commonly abbreviated to just the Convention
on Migratory Species (CMS), an international treaty under the aegis of the United Nations
Environment Programme. In June 2017 the Federal Department of the Environment and
Energy advised of the proposed protective listing of dusky whaler and blue sharks.
The discussion of this matter is included at the end of this newsletter and underscores
the commitment of game fishers to their sport and the amount of work that is done to
protect anglers access to species and geographical areas. This is highlighted as an
Addendum.
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Northern Territory - Bruce Simpson, President NTGFA
I write this article for the Northern Territory with a limited knowledge of
all the highlights for the year in the game fishing scene having only just
recently moved to the Top End, but I do so with great enthusiasm for
what I have seen this year. The NT is spoilt for untouched and pristine waters in which
to pursue a fantastic array of species and I hope that over the next 12 months we can
continue to see exponential growth in people learning the art of game fishing.
On the eastern side of the Top End there are still many eager anglers chasing those
black marlin and sailfish off the coast. The Nhulunbuy Regional Sports Fishing Club
which celebrated their 40th anniversary this year, is still active and holding regular
junior days as well as their Gove Game Classic, John Jones Memorial Billfish Challenge
and ever popular Ladies Fishing Classic. We will
keep you all informed of the great fishing these
Elle Saunders
lucky people have on their door step.
The locals in Darwin can’t put their finger on it,
but the sailfish turned up off Dundee Lodge, on
the Timor Sea 60km south west of Darwin, and
refused to leave. Along with an increased local
interest in chasing these fish it saw many
people hooking up the boat and heading west
in search of pods of these magnificent
specimens not too far from the ramp.

Dundee Coast
sailfish

D
d
e
r

Darwin Game Fishing Club kicked off the year
with their first ever Billfish Bash weekend over
the April school holidays. 16 teams registered
including 11 female and 11 junior anglers so it
was a real family affair.
The fishing did not disappoint with scheds
taken from the teams still on the water
showing the best statistics for a billfish
competition in a long time with 85 fish billfish
raised, 62 hooked and 35 tagged and released. Well done
for the very tight win in the last 30 mins to team Tails Up skippered by Luke
Groen. Champion angler was Tim Roberts with 3000 points and Caitlyn Paas the
champion junior angler with 1000 points.
November quickly rolled around and the sailfish where still lurking off the Dundee coast,
giving skippers in the 10th XXXX Gold Billfish Classic some sleepless nights as to what
direction to head. History says head north to the western shores of Bathurst Island,
which seemed to sway most skippers heading that way with provisions for fuel being
available. A favourable forecast saw all but three teams brave Hector the Convector
each afternoon. Once again, the fishing did not disappoint with another record number
of billfish tagged over the three days. As fate would have it, a team fishing from Dundee
managed to upstage the field and win the event. Congratulations to team Seafox
skippered by Kurt Williamson for taking out the double with winning champion team
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and champion angler. Congratulations also to Mitchell Standaloft for winning the junior
category tagging his first sailfish. Runner up team for vessels under 7.5m was Team
Mexico with 1500 points and runner up team over 7.5m was Meg II with 3000 points.

Team Seafox- Billfish Classic Presentation

It was a competition of missed opportunities with many teams reporting very large black
marlin crashing spreads and inhaling baits.
Some crews hooked up to fish well over 200lb
(90kg), including those fishing 10kg gear
without harnesses, struggling for 3-4 hours
into the night before the fight ended. It
made for a very humorous piece for the
legendary Tale From The Tinny crew to gloat
about so no doubt teams will be better
armed for battle, and a little wiser, before
readying to put Darwin on the map as a
billfish destination.
I look forward to keeping all the Australian
game fishing enthusiasts up to date with
the happenings in the NT over 2018. I’m
excited by the challenge that being the new
President of NTGFA brings and hope to
build relationships with the local clubs
across the Top End. My firm objectives are
to continue encouragement of anglers of
all skills to take up the challenge of game
fishing, to see the benefits of joining the
NTGFA and GFAA, as well as promotion of the tag
and release program. I’d also like to promote in any way, the magnificent fishing
offer here in the Northern Territory.
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Queensland - Ian Bladin GFAA Executive representing Qld South
and Mick Meiers GFAA Executive representing Qld North
There has been plenty happening in Queensland over the past few months.
The 2017 QGFA AGM held in Mackay saw some changes to the executive of the
Association, not the least of which was the election of Di Hance, our first lady president.
Di has been involved with game fishing in the Cairns area for a number of years, was a
foundation member of the Ribbons Ladies Game Fishing Club and was also Vice
President of QGFA. Other new faces on the executive include Josh Cox, the incoming VP,
Sharon Leptig as Zone One member representing the far northern clubs and Alisa
Schofield as Zone Four, looking after the southernmost clubs.
North Queensland waters have been quiet since the end of the heavy tackle season,
however there have some notable catches of blue marlin taken out of both Townsville
and Cairns since Christmas. A sat tag deployed by Ben Bright ( video’d by Linda Jay) out
of Weipa in the gulf has popped off after 3 months near Mornington Island, with data
yet to be analysed. We have deployed four sat tags in juvenile black marlin and 18 in big
blacks in the last 6 months.
During the summer months the fishing focus tends to move more to the southern parts
of the State, where the opportunity exists for either heavy or light tackle fishing. The
grounds north of Fraser Island certainly offers the best of both these worlds, the Hervey
Bay Club has their tournament to coincide with the southern migration of juvenile black
marlin in November. As usual, the 2017 event
was well patronised with 140 fish tagged and
released, including 87 billfish consisting of
blue, black and striped marlin. Heavy tackle
fishing in the area is becoming more
popular, many game boats spend time there
on the way south after the Cairns season, as
well as others venturing up from the south
to work the grounds. The effort has certainly
proven worthwhile over the past six months
or so with some great marlin fishing.
In January the action began on the Gold
Coast with their Garmin Light Tackle
Masters. As is often the case in summer,
the south easterly winds proved a
challenge but fishing went ahead with day
one’s conditions ordinary at best. The fish
were there though, and by the final day
conditions improved considerably, with
Mufasa tagging eight black marlin to come
home as winners of the event.
Mooloolaba held their Billfish Babes
Ladies Tournament in early February, the
weather dropped out in perfect time and
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28 lady anglers had their day on the water, tagging six black marlin and one sailfish and
also weighing three mahi mahi. Champion Angler went to Kelly O’Donnell, with Black
Habits picking up the champion team award.
Weather intervened in
the Sunshine Coast
Tournament in
February, forcing
postponement until
early March and
although numbers were
down slightly, the
fishing was still
excellent. Black marlin
made up the bulk of the
fifty odd billfish tagged,
along with a few stripes
and a sailfish. Reel
Capture was crowned
champion boat.
The Little Ship Game Fishing Club Garmin Tournament was postponed until later in
March, so the action moved to Moreton Bay GFC’s annual Back to Tangas event. The
weather was looking good, 33 teams had entered and the only disappointment was that
most of the local billfish seemed to have gone on holiday. In the end 14 billfish were
tagged, with many other species of gamefish hooked including albacore, various tunas,
mackerel, cobia and wahoo. Champion teams were Bangalee in the over eight metre
category and Reel Affair under eight metres.
Outside of the tournament scene, the black marlin have stayed around this summer,
with many crews reporting great days on the water and multiple tags. Hopefully this will
continue as the last few tournaments wrap up the light tackle season before we move
onto the heavy tackle season kicking off with the Gold Coast event in mid-April.
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South Australia – Ralph Czaybaski GFAA Executive SA
The South Australian game fishing season has got
off to a good start. In SA we have three game
fishing clubs, Port MacDonnell Offshore Angling
Club, The Adelaide Game Fishing Club and The
Game Fishing Club Of South Australia.
The main target species are southern bluefin
tuna, albacore, kingfish, samsonfish, sharks
(bronze whalers, makos, threshers, blue, tope
and gummy), eagle rays, salmon, trevally,
snapper and mulloway.
We hold two sanctioned tournaments, the
“Port MacDonnell Tuna and Sports Fishing
Tournament” and the “Peter Teakle Wines Port
Lincoln Blue Water Classic” held by the Game
Fishing Club Of South Australia.
So far this year we have had plenty of
southern bluefin tuna tagged and released.

They have mainly been caught
off Kangaroo Island and out
from Port Lincoln, with sizes
ranging from 10kg up to 30kg
and the occasional larger one.
We have also had good
numbers of kingfish and
mulloway tagged and
released. Quite a few bronze
whalers and mako sharks
have been caught or tagged
and released early in the
season.

In South Australian waters the 100kg plus tuna were not as plentiful as the last couple of
seasons. Let’s see what happens this season. They are usually caught out of Port
MacDonnell and Robe. So far since the beginning of the year, we have only had two
record claims on southern bluefin tuna and a gummy shark.
The southern bluefin tuna hit our waters from about mid December and then headed
down the coast to Port MacDonnell. By early June they will head east to Victoria and
Tasmania. For the next two to three months it is usually the busiest time in regards to
captures or tagging and releasing southern bluefin tuna, so I am sure we will keep all of
our weight recorders busy.
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Tasmania – John Edwards, President TGFA
The Tasmanian game fishing season got off to a good start in early
January with two successful TGFA sanctioned competitions mainly
targeting shark capture and tag and release. Reports received on these
comps (one at St Helens hosted by SHGFC and GFCNT, and one at
Eaglehawk Neck hosted by TCT), were positive with good numbers of fish tagged and
released. Of additional note were the reports of some very big mako sharks on the move.
Anecdotally this run of fish has been bigger than normal.
In recent years the East Australian Current
pelagic movement into the far southern zone
has been poor, but this season a number of
notable and encouraging signs have occurred.
The image at right is of Michael Haley from
the SHGFC with the release of a nice striped
marlin caught inshore at Merricks Reef just
off St Helen’s Point in February .
There has been further encouragement with
the advent of school size yellowfin tuna
being caught off Bicheno in February. Both
striped marlin and yellowfin tuna have been
in declining numbers in our waters over the
past years and the recent captures give us
hope that a recovery may be under way.

At left is a picture of Tyson
Digney a member of the
GFCNT holding the school
yellowfin tuna taken in
February.
Our newly affiliated club the
SFCT ran its first sanctioned
competition on 3rd March. It
was a great success with
Antony Suttil winning the
major prize in the event
with a 208.2kg swordfish
captured after a fight of
just over 5 hours on 37kg
tackle.
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Antony was fishing aboard his Father’s 7.5 metre trailer boat “Chief”. Billed as the
Tasmanian Broadbill Championship it is hoped it will gain increasing popularity over
coming events.
Our emerging Broadbill Sword fishery continues to gain momentum and March will be a
huge month of competition with three sanctioned events listed in what is traditionally
one of the best game fishing months in our state.

Antony Suttil
208.2kg broadbill

The TCT recently ran a sanctioned light tackle tournament. The inaugural winners of the
new Junior and Small Fry Championship Perpetual Trophies were Dylan Baker and Sarah
Nichols pictured above
.

These new awards recognise young anglers from any GFAA affiliated club for their efforts
in this competition held annually. Dylan is a very good young angler and is a keen
competitor in both State and the GFAA junior Tournament competitions. Sarah’s effort is
of particular note. She is from a strong fishing background with her dad a local charter
boat operator but her three elder brother are noted and awarded anglers in their own
right, holding several world, Australian and State records between them. Sarah was
competing in her first major competition and is showing early form that her brothers
angling prowess could be matched or exceeded by this young lady.
The SHGFC will hold the St Helen’s Classic in mid-March. This has been Tasmania’s most
popular mixed species competition and with the way things are shaping up, with
numerous species captured in recent times there is no reason it won’t be a big event
again this season.
SGC Coles Bay Classic rounds off March. Their committee have been working hard to
reinvigorate this competition and they are expecting an increased participation this year
in another of Tasmania’s beautiful coastal locations.
Recently angler Brock Soul was awarded a recapture certificate for a 2kg, 24cm albacore
released off Maatsuyker Island (43° 19’S) on 20th April 2012. The fish was recaptured by
a commercial vessel off Fiji weighing 11kg and measuring 82cm on 25th November 2017.
A great outcome.
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Victoria - Anton Vogiatzis, Vice President GFAV
As the weather starts to warm up, so has the fishing!
The fishing in our southern state has been
nothing short of exciting in what would
normally be considered a “quiet” time on the
game fishing front.
A picture is worth a thousand words and the
images here certainly live up to it. A good run
of jumbo bluefin in November saw anglers
tangle with fish well over 100kg, one landed
by George Hemmings, right, tipping the
scales at 152.5kg. This feat was made extra
special as George was undergoing
chemotherapy at the time.
The one below was tagged and released by
Tam Missen out of Portland.

There is a positive trend with the tagging
and release of jumbo bluefin, aided by the
GFAV review of tag and release point score
for the species. To help encourage anglers
the GFAV has decided to raise the points to
10,000 for southern bluefin tuna with a fork
length greater than 1500mm. Since then,
we have seen several tagged and released,
including Tam Missen’s fish.
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While October through
to November sees
people chasing snapper
in the bays and
shallower waters, the
lead up to the
Christmas period saw
southern bluefin tuna
turn up in numbers,
along with yellowtail
kingfish and mako
sharks. The talk of the
town was a fantastic
275kg broadbill
swordfish taken off
Lakes Entrance. What
a way to finish the
2017!
Another new fishery
opening up on the
east coast of Victoria

is the exciting marlin fishery, as I write
this, the few boats venturing out from
Mallacoota have experienced multiple
daily catches and even reports of double
figure strikes which would be sure to
give a tingle to any game fisher. Andrew
Tampion and Dylan Simpson had a
great session, going 5.5.2 in adverse
conditions, this feat achieved from a 6m
centre console ally boat. Well done
guys.
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Western Australia – Peter Coote GFAA Secretary and Brian
Snook GFAA Executive WA North representative.
A big coastline to cover with almost all game fishing activity on the west coast, the state
is split into two geographic regions.
South Western Australia has experienced a very cool summer which extended to near
coast sea surface temperatures, as the warming Leeuwin Current has been well
offshore. Surprisingly there have been warmer water species in good numbers for most
of the period. Mackerel have been caught well south at Augusta and Cowaramup with
one catch of a 16.5kg specimen from the Busselton jetty.
Esperance, Albany and Cape Naturaliste have had early runs of salmon which are keenly
sought by light tackle enthusiasts. Further north in the metropolitan area, screaming
south westerly winds since early
November have severely limited fishing
opportunities. The first tournament on
the southern calendar, Perth Game
Fishing Club’s Bluewater Tackle World
Marlin Cup was teased with striped
and black marlin but in low numbers.
This has been the case right through to
Geraldton and the Abrolhos group of
islands. Good yellowfin tuna turned up
some great light tackle shots.
Fremantle Sailing Club held its annual
Blue Marlin Classic over the weekend of
3-5th March in near perfect conditions,
but again the marlin stayed away.
The Geraldton and Districts Offshore Fishing Club’s Halco Abrolhos Tournament will
commence on 17th March with the expectation of great billfish and light tackle fishing.
Perth GFC has its Shimano WA Open
at Jurien Bay on 14th – 16th April,
which, being a species comp, attracts
good numbers. Typical species are
marlin, wahoo, mahi mahi,
samsonfish, mulloway small SBTs,
sizable yellowfin tuna and kingfish.
This will be followed by Naturaliste
Sports and Game Fishing Club’s
light tackle event, their first
sanctioned tournament in several
years, just a weekend later.
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In the north of the state, the West Kimberley
(Broome) experienced 1.6 to 2.0 metres of rain in
January and February that got the river systems
flowing with a deluge of fresh water running into
Roebuck Bay. All of this was fantastic for BFC’s
Thready Shootout comp with plenty of salmon
over the metre mark being caught and tagged.
Looking forward the 30th anniversary of the
Billfish International is expected to be a fantastic
event with sailfish and ultra-small black marlin
already feeding on the bait balls offshore.
The Aggregate comp starts in February and
runs all year. It is hotly contested by all local
anglers, again 20 species are on the board and to win this comp the
angler must skilfully catch creek and blue water fish. The new committee is working
hard on Club House grounds projects, boat launching facilities and on Friday nights the
Broome Fishing Club has the coldest beer and best fish and chips in town.
Further south the King Bay GFC based in the coastal resource town of Dampier will be
kicking off their year with the running of the King Bay Open. This competition is run for
all those in the local community that want to participate in a fishing competition. It is
always a great success with some very substantial fish being bought to the scales, and
gives the club terrific exposure to the greater community.
In 2017 the club was successful in gaining $33k in
grants from City of Karratha, North West Shelf
Project, Rio Tinto and Pilbara Ports Authority.
This made possible a number of projects
including a welcome upgrade to the gantry and
lawn area.
For 2018, the club has introduced Champion
Boat and Champion Angler Tag and Release

Shark awards. These are expected to
be hotly contested.
The KBGFC ‘Shack’ has seen some
improvements to allow a fifth room to
be used and a number of club trophies
have been mounted on the walls
creating a more “clubby” atmosphere.
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Exmouth got off to a mighty start in
2018. with January 1st celebrating
the landing of a WA and Australian
record grander blue marlin. The first
grander recorded in WA. Angler Clay
Hilbert switch baiting on “Black
Marlin” skippered by Eddy Lawler
weighed the fish at 484.3kg
1089.7lb.
The annual Heavy Tackle
Tournament was moved from its
traditional December timeslot to
target more blue marlin. It is fished
exclusively outside the 240m
contour line over three days.
The date change proved to be a
success with 190 marlin raised,
139 hooked and 67 tagged. The
majority of fish were blues

Next was the annual presentation night. This year
the EGFC honoured its life members, putting on a
great night out for all.
The 2018 AIBT has now been run, the results
follow on page 18.

GFAA Newsletter March 2018

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 17

Australian International Billfish Tournament
The 2018 GFAA AIBT was hosted by Exmouth GFC between 12th and 16th
March. Weather conditions were very good, but a little wind was needed to
get the billfish excited.
The 15 boats fishing for three days raised
121 billfish, hooked 83 tagged 45 of which
34 were marlin and 11 sailfish.
Champion Angler for the comp was Danelle
Hodgson of Exmouth GFC and runner up
Dale Moir from Perth GFC. Champion boat
was Haulin, a brand new Caribbean 49
owned and skippered by Graeme Heal
with a mixed team of EGFC and PGFC crew
of four. They tagged six marlin and one
sailfish. Runner up Champion Boat with
three each marlin and sailfish was Azura
owned by Dave Thomson and skippered
by Eddy Lawler. GFAA President Doug
Sanderson was among the crew of Azura.
A highlight of the presentation event was the award to Dennis Bryan-Smith of a framed
Certificate of Appreciation thanking him for the period he served on the GFAA executive
representing Juniors and Northern Western Australia. This is included in the section on
achievements.
The AIBT is run as a pre-cursor tournament to the club’s main event for the year, GAMEX
which will be written up in the next GFAA Newsletter.
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Junior Tournament - Kevin Oates, National Junior Tournament
Coordinator
It has been very pleasing to see so many of our
young anglers achieving great results throughout
the year. We are continually seeing a stream of
new entrants joining the National Junior
Tournament which adds to the competitiveness
and the spirit of the competition.
The Northern Territory is back, participating with
new entrant Toby Knyvett tagging two great black
marlin out from Nhulunbuy. Other results from
new entrants were Kaitlyn Schofield and Finn
Bradley both from the Bermagui club tagging a
couple of striped marlin in January and February.

Max Grasso
World Records

Around the States, numerous
anglers have achieved many notable
results throughout the year including in
Western Australia where both Chloe and
Jessica Hornhardt continue to star with
their incredible light tackle captures, tag
and release and measure and release
results. Also in the west is Max Grasso,
this young Small Fry angler continues to
shine with his eagerness to get out
there and catch fish.

Queensland brother and sister pair Dylan and Emmi Roberts in Weipa keep the score
board ticking over with a variety of fish tagged and measured and released including
sailfish, barramundi and queenfish. Fellow Weipa Club members Oscar and Louis
Argent also managed to tag a couple of nice sailfish.
Further south on the Sunshine and Gold Coasts we have seen a lot of activity with
smaller black marlin, striped marlin as well as the occasional large blue marlin tagged
and released. Congratulations to Bryce Bartleson, Ben Massurit, Ryan Thomsen and
Riley Dunbar.
New South Wales anglers have achieved some outstanding results. At Shellharbour
Amanda Lamond tagged a striped marlin estimated at 130kg on 10kg line, Oska Davis
from Central Coast GFC landed a tiger shark of 104.5kg on 15kg line and at Port
Macquarie, Zachary Danby landed a magnificent blue marlin weighing 146.4kg on 37kg.
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In Victoria the Sandy family have got amongst some nice yellowtail kingfish at Wilsons
Promontory as well as a striped marlin while fishing interstate at Bermagui. Family
members Mathew, Damian and Kirsten managed to tag
13 black marlin between them with holidaying in Cairns.
Molly Hammersley in Tasmania has taken over where
her older sister Chloe left off, with numerous southern
blue fin tuna tagged as well as a 135kg mako shark
weighed in. Zara Nelson from the St Helens GFC tagged
a 60kg mako shark.
In South
Australia,
brothers
Ben and
Nicholas
Rippin
have
tagged quite a variety of
fish including a whaler shark, southern
bluefin tuna, mulloway and yellowtail
kingfish.
Congratulations to all anglers who have
been fortunate to land a fish in this great
competition.
Thank you to our major sponsors, Shimano, Tackle World, Halco, Australian Solid Fuel
Testing and BlueWater Boats and Sportfishing. Without the support of our sponsors the
vast number of monthly and end of year awards would not be possible.
Special mention and thanks to our State
Junior Coordinators who do a lot of work
behind the scenes checking entries,
communication with anglers when
necessary and also distributing State
initiated newsletters. Thank you Jason
Hornhardt (WA), Steve Roberts (NT),
Jan Flynn (Nth Qld), Graeme Devin
(Sth Qld), Grahame Williams OAM
(NSW), Nicole Sandy (Vic), Jason
Probert (Tas) and John Marsh (SA). Special
thanks also to our Junior Tournament Sponsorship
Coordinator, Peter Cox. Peter has managed to secure long term
sponsorship arrangements with our sponsors which guarantees entry into this
great competition is free of entry fees.
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All clubs, parents and anglers are requested to promote participation in the competition
and encourage all those Junior and Small Fry anglers who are not part of the
tournament to get on board and sign up.
It gives me great pleasure coordinating the GFAA National Junior Tournament and look
forward to promoting our Junior and Small Fry anglers into the future – after all they are
the future of our great sport.

Junior Tournament – Social Media
Kevin Oates has initiated GFAA Juniors Facebook and Instagram pages. These
are being run and moderated by Kevin and two of the State Junior
Coordinators Nicole Sandy and Jan Flynn. His team of helpers is a group of current
and past female Junior Tournament anglers all of whom have achieved great results
in the Tournament and are a representative their respective states.
The objective is to create more interest from juniors and give them their own forum
for communication.
Click on the Facebook button to go to the GFAA Junior page.
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GFAA Science – Dr Julian Pepperell – Scientific Advisor and Sam
Williams PhD candidate and GFAA grant recipient.

Science projects assisted by GFAA
After frustrating delays in having popup tags deployed, we are pleased to report that
five Desert Star tags were deployed off Exmouth WA by Eddie Lawler of Peak
Sportfishing. They were used on black,
blue and striped marlin between 21
December 2017 and 13 January 2018.
Two tags (on blue marlin) have now
popped up off Exmouth, both of which
stayed on their fish for two months. The
other 3 tags remain on fish and are
anticipated to pop-up by early April.
Thanks to Ben Bright, another tag was
deployed on a 12kg black marlin off
Weipa Qld on 20 December and its
popup date is the end of March. Results
from the Desert Star tags are looking promising.
The study of stable isotopes in tissues of
three marlin species (collected at
tournaments) and swordfish has been
completed by student Katherine Burgess at
UQ. A draft paper on the full results has
been prepared and is in review. Results
were interesting, showing a high degree of
‘niche overlap’ among the three species,
but with differences in fish/squid ratios.
Smaller fish had different profiles from
larger fish as well.
The daily ageing project on juvenile black marlin has also been completed and a
layman’s summary was widely circulated, plus a column in Bluewater magazine. Results
were intriguing, indicating considerable variability in growth rate of very small fish, and
also suggesting possible spawning dates outside the usually understood period of
September through November. We are very keen to expand this study by collecting a
larger sample size of ‘baby’ marlin. As well, a proposal to age ‘grander’ black marlin will
be developed requesting GFAA support (see Bluewater column, latest issue).
Sam Williams submitted his PhD thesis in late February, which includes the full results of
his black marlin global genetics study. The paper on that is currently in review.
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Achievements Recognised
There is a large group of people collectively named as “volunteers” who
keep our sport of game fishing running as well as it does, these are at
club, state and national level. Many have devoted a large part of their lives to he
sport.
One such volunteer is Dennis Bryan-Smith
whose participation in the sport began at King
Bay Game Fishing Club in Dampier and has
continued at Exmouth Game Fishing Club in
recent years. As an aside from his
contribution to the cubs and WAGFA over the
years, he has represented Juniors in WA and
for 12 years has been the WA North executive
for GFAA. Dennis retired from that position in
2017.

In recognition of his service he was
presented with a plaque by President
Doug Sanderson at the AIBT in Exmouth
in March.

At the 2018 AGM of WA’s King Bay Game Fishing
Club, the honour of Life Membership was bestowed
upon Kathy Wilkinson recognising her longstanding commitment and contribution to the club.
Kathy has been a wonderful help to the club
embracing the roles of secretary, treasurer and vice
president along with organising and doing
everything and ensuring all that needs to be done
gets done.
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Records – Peter Babarskas, Records Officer and Rules Committee Chair
New records from 1st January to 9th March 2018
Species

Line
Class

Angler

Male

Southern
bluefin tuna

10kg

Junior
Male

Blue marlin

Smallfry
Female

Category

Weight

State

Status

Stephen Liddall

63.00

NSW

Aust, World

60kg

Jake Fitzgerald

170.50

WA

Aust

Broad bar
mackerel

2kg

Jessica
Hornhardt

4.88

WA

Aust

Smallfry
Female

Kawa kawa
tuna

2kg

Jessica
Hornhardt

5.08

WA

Aust

Male

Blue marlin

60

Ichiro
Takahashi

395.00

Qld

Aust

Male

Tailor

1kg

Tom Miller

3.50

WA

Aust

Junior
Male

Blue marlin

37kg

Riley Smith

263.40

WA

Aust

Female

Tailor

3kg

Sahra Pitman

4.05

WA

Aust

Male

Blue Marlin

60kg

Clay Hilbert

494.30

WA

Aust

Junior
Male

Wahoo

8kg

Toby
Rabinowitz

12.00

NSW

Aust

Junior
Male

Wahoo

15kg

Toby
Rabinowitz

31.00

NSW

Aust

Male

Black Marlin

1kg

Gary Carter

14.50

Qld

Aust

land based

land based

2018 Journal
The 2018 GFAA Journal was posted to anglers in late
December 2017. Those who have not received copies
are encouraged to contact their Club Secretaries to
secure their copies. The 2019 Journal will be posted
before Christmas. Club members are asked to keep
their clubs up to date with current addresses.
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Links - Click on logo to visit the state website
GFAA

Northern Territory

New South Wales

Queensland

South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

Western Australia

Juniors Facebook

Subscriptions
CLICK HERE to subscribe to direct distribution. Insert in your name, club and preferred
email address.
GFAA undertakes not to use, share or retain any subscriber information for any purpose other
than the delivery of this Newsletter

Contribution and Contributors
Would you like to share your club’s or members’ achievements? Any club or member of
a GFAA affiliated club is encouraged to contribute to the next issue of the GFAA
newsletter. Articles of a general or specific nature in Word format with high resolution
images are welcome. GFAA reserves the right to edit content.
Email to secretary@gfaa.asn.au
Contributors to this issue were: Peter Babarskas, Ian Bladin, Dennis Bryan-Smith, Peter
Coote, Peter Cox, Ralph Czaybaski, John Edwards, Mick Meiers, John Marsh, Kevin Oates,
Julian Pepperell, Jason Probert, Doug Sanderson, Bruce Simpson, Brian Snook, Anton
Vogiatzis, Grahame Williams and Sam Williams.
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Addendum - Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) – Grahame Williams OAM,
GFAA Life member, GFAA Executive Officer, NSW
(Unedited)
The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals -- more commonly abbreviated to
just the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) or the Bonn Convention and CMS COP is known as Global
Wildlife conference which is held every 3 years. The aim is to conserve terrestrial, marine and avian
migratory species throughout their range. It is an international treaty, concluded under the aegis of
the United Nations Environment Programme, concerned with the conservation of wildlife and habitats on a
global scale. Since the Convention's entry into force, its membership has grown steadily to include over 120
Parties from Africa, Central and South America, Asia, Europe and Oceania. The Convention was signed in
1979 in Bad Godesberg, a suburb of Bonn, Germany (hence the name), and entered into force in 1983.
The CMS is the only global and UN-based intergovernmental organization established exclusively for the
conservation and management of terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory species throughout their range.
Pelagic fish, particularly sharks fall into the category of species covered by the CMS and as many of them are
overfished and the stock is threatened in many areas of the world (NOTE: not Australia) then most of them
end up being listed on Appendix 11. Australia became the 37th Party to the CMS in 1991 representing the
area called Oceania so a listing on CMS has affect in Australian waters.
The only way around this is for the Australian Government to take out a Reservation and then the EPBC Act
does not take effect on that specie.
The CMS Rule regarding this follows:
Any State or regional economic integration organization may, on depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, enter a specific reservation with regard to the presence on either
Appendix I or Appendix II or both, of any migratory species and shall then not be regarded as a Party in
regard to the subject of that reservation until ninety days after the Depositary has transmitted to the Parties
notification that such reservation has been withdrawn.
Appendix II covers migratory species that have an unfavourable conservation status and that require
international agreements for their conservation and management, as well as those that have a conservation
status which would significantly benefit from the international cooperation that could be achieved by an
international agreement, however, once a specie has been listed on either the Appendices to the CMS, the
Australian Environment Protection and. Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) requires that it is
included on the migratory species list under the EPBC Act.
The EPBC Act does not distinguish between species listed on Appendix I and Appendix 11. Once this
happens it means it becomes fully protected in the AFZ so we as game/recreational fishers cannot have any
contact with that specie yet an Appendix 11 listing everywhere else in the world does not have this
requirement and the specie can still be taken but must be managed.
During my period of being GFAA President in 2002 I was invited to join the Australian Delegation to the COP
meetings and or give my opinions and advice regarding proposed listings. Please note here that due to the
NSW Fisheries Tagging Program and The NSW Game Fish Tournament Monitoring Program I had availability
to statistics that the Commonwealth Department of Environment nor AFMA had so I could argue that a
particular shark specie that was listed on the CMS Appendix 11 was not endangered or vulnerable in
Australian waters.
Then in 2009 I mounted the campaign against the listing of the Mako and Porbeagle Sharks when the
Environment Department listed these two sharks under the EPBC Act. This campaign forced the
Environment Minister of the time the Hon. Peter Garrett, AM to put forward and have passed the following
Bill: The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Amendment. (Recreational Fishing for
Mako and Porbeagle Sharks) Bill 2010 (the Bill) amends the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) to allow recreational fishing of longfin mako, shortfin mako, and
porbeagle sharks.
Since the Mako issue back in 2009 -10 I have continued to be consulted by the Federal Government
regarding all proposed listings and in 2014 the listing of Hammerhead Sharks and Thresher Sharks became
an issue so I requested that Australia enter a Reservation. I again used the statistics from The NSW Game
Fish Tournament Monitoring Program to show the catch rates from game fishers had not changed and in
fact more fish had be caught and tagged than previous years. This proved there was not a problem with
these species in Australian waters.
After further consultation the Department of Environment Minister approved the Reservation so the
Appendix 11 CMS listing had no effect in Australian waters and did not get added to the list on the EPBC Act.
The same thing has happened recently with the Blue and Dusky Whaler Sharks.
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When I am dealing with the CMS issue I am acting on behalf of all Game/Recreational fishers in Australia and
the Department recognises this position.

NEWS Regarding CMS Listing of Dusky Whaler Sharks and Blue Sharks.

(Unedited)
Back in June 2017 I received an email from the Federal Department of the Environment and Energy advising
of the proposed listing of the above sharks under Appendix 11 of the CMS (The Convention on Migratory
Species, also known as the Bonn Convention) at the COP 12(Conference of Parties) in October in Manila.
The email requested written comments by 17th July on the proposed listings.
This was to assist in determining the Departments position on the matter. Following discussions I had with
NSWGFA President Garry I submitted a submission and also took part in a phone hook-up on 28th July with
the following people. Mr Geoff Richardson (Assistant Secretary, Protected Species and Communities Branch,
Department of the Environment and Energy), Narelle Montgomery (Assistant Director, Migratory Species
Section, DOEE) and Mr Mark Carey (Senior Policy Officer, Migratory Species Section, DOEE).
Following is an extract from that submission and then following that is the final response by the Federal
Department of Environment and Energy.
Submission and comments extract July 2017.
I am responding on behalf of the New South Wales Game Fishing Association, recreational/game fishing
anglers around Australia and myself regarding your email below on the 14th June regarding the upcoming
12th Convention of the CMS.
The New South Wales Game Fishing Association Inc. is the controlling body for game fishing in NSW Waters
out to the border of the AFZ. Membership is made up of 26 affiliated clubs with a current membership of
2782 adult and 370 junior (under 16 years) members, total 3152.
Whilst we represent the interests of our member clubs and affiliated anglers we also represent the
estimated 40,000 other recreational anglers in open waters fishing for pelagic species.
NSWGFA was founded on the 22nd June 1938 so is 79 years old which is one of the oldest game fishing
associations in the world. NSWGFA is affiliated with the Game Fishing Association of Australia which is in
turn affiliated with the International Game Fishing Association (I.G.F.A.).
This results in a free and open exchange of many common problems of fish stock management and science
of pelagic species common in the World’s Oceans.
NSWGFA Inc. is also the major partner with N.S.W.DPI (State Fisheries) in distributing scientific tags for
pelagic species in NSW Waters, also all other states of Australia out to the AFZ. This Tag program which
commenced in 1973 was organised between the NSWGFA President and the then Director of Fisheries and
is recognised as one of the largest and most successful in the World.
Since commencement date till end of June 2016 the grand total of fish tagged was 446,345. Affiliated
members provide the means for this valuable scientific program to operate as it is our members who tag
the fish at their own cost.
Recreational Game Fishing alone in NSW Waters out to the AFZ is estimated to return a value in excess of
four hundred ($400,000) million dollars per year to the NSW Economy and is also very important to the
future of regional communities.
Our sport is predominantly Tag and Release, approximately 93% billfish, 84% sharks, 73% tuna. Taking into
account mortality from tagging, 15% billfish, 20% tuna, 2% shark, the impact on stock is negligible and the
value to the State and regional communities is invaluable plus the fish is released to be caught again to
maintain our sport into the future.
The Blue and Whaler sharks are very important to game/recreational anglers and also are species listed in
our game fishing Records, they are also in the Australian (GFAA) and International (IGFA) species lists for
records.
We strongly oppose the listing proposals for the Blue Shark and the Dusky (Whaler) Shark under Appendix
11 of the CMS.

GFAA Newsletter March 2018

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 27

Both these species are not under threat in Australian waters and as such the Australian Delegation should
NOT support their listing and in fact argue against their listing as it would be detrimental to Australian
Citizens rights if they are listed.
Please see attached document from the NSW Game Fish Tournament Monitoring Program which I have
highlighted in red the statistics for Blue and Whaler Sharks caught by NSWGFA affiliated members in
tournaments in NSW waters out to the AFZ which clearly indicates no issues concerning stock status of
these two proposed species in our waters.
At least we are supporting and doing our own science on all the pelagic species so we have correct and
undeniable statistics over many years to back our statements regarding the situation in our waters.
Also the two species are already being managed for the game/recreational sector by individual States
through strict bag limits and the commercial sector have AFMA Management plans in place so as a Range
State Australia already has proper and correct Management plans in place for these species.
I agree with what you state regarding the resultant EPBC obligations of a CMS listing; however, what has
happened to the progress of your department acting on the recommendations of the Hawke review?
Item 1 Hawke Recommendation 17.
Recommendation 17 (refer pages 31 and 128 of the EPBC Act Review final report):
“The Review recommends that the provisions of Part 13 of the Act relating to migratory species listed on
Appendix II of the Bonn Convention be reviewed and amended to allow the take of Appendix II migratory
species, subject to management arrangements demonstrating that the take would not be detrimental to
survival of the species.
Any such amendments should ensure that the Act provides appropriate protection consistent with
Australia’s international obligations.”
The listing of the Blue and Dusky (Whaler) Sharks is exactly the same thing that happened previously with
other shark species, Mako, Porbeagle, Hammerheads and Threshers all of which can now be caught, taken
and or tagged & released by game/recreational anglers.
As I have stated before the real issue here is fix the EPBC Act, Part 13 and then there is no problem with the
intended Listings as Appendix 11.
Again I request what is the Environment Department and the Government doing about this?
If Part 13 is not altered or to be altered before the CMS meeting then I believe the Australian Delegation
must strongly oppose the listing of the two mentioned sharks.
If the listings are adopted then Australia must submit a reservation as these two species are already
managed well in Australian waters.
This will not impact on Australia’s support for international action related to these species, or for shark
conservation more broadly. As a signatory to the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of
Migratory Sharks (Sharks MoU), Australia will be supportive of considering these species for inclusion under
that MoU to facilitate information exchange and cooperative management and research work on the
species.
In my opinion all the Countries of the world need to strictly outlaw the barbaric practice of Shark Finning
and stop the trade in shark fins. If this happened there would be no need for any CMS shark listings.
Grahame A Williams, OAM
Treasurer & Records Officer, NSWGFA Inc.
GFAA Inc. Executive Officer (NSW),
Life Member, GFAA Inc.
Life Member, NSWGFA Inc.

GFAA Newsletter March 2018

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 28

Department of Environment and Energy Response 23rd January 2018.
Australia is a range state for five species that were added to Appendix I or II of the Convention:
Christmas Island Frigatebird – Appendix I
Whale Shark – Appendix I
Dusky Shark –Appendix II
Blue Shark – Appendix II
White-spotted wedgefish – Appendix II (otherwise known in Australia as the white-spotted guitarfish)
The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) requires that, once listed on
either Appendix to the Convention, all species must be included on the list of migratory species established
under the Act. Once listed as a migratory species under the EPBC Act, irrespective of whether it is listed on
Appendix I or II, it becomes an offence to kill, injure, take or move the species in Commonwealth waters. For
an Appendix II listing, this goes beyond the requirement under the Convention that range states endeavour
to enter into agreements for these species.
Australia already has strong domestic measures in place for the shark species that were added to Appendix
II of the CMS. For example, the dusky shark is subject to extensive management measures in the West
Australian fishery where it is targeted. Stringent measures were introduced in 2006 following evidence of a
decline in the species. These measures have been effective in managing the species, with increasing dusky
shark catches, coupled with a reduction in fishing effort, demonstrating that recruitment has been
increasing strongly since management measures were introduced. Recreationally, the dusky and blue shark,
and the white-spotted wedgefish, are all subject to strict bag limits imposed by State and Territory
Governments.
These domestic measures are considered appropriate for the management of these three species within
Australian waters, and already go beyond the requirements of an Appendix II listing under the Convention.
Accordingly, Australia submitted a reservation for the dusky shark, blue shark, and the white-spotted
wedgefish that were recently included on Appendix II of the Convention. This means that the listings will not
take effect within Australian waters, and the species will not be included on the migratory species list under
the EPBC Act.
This will not impact on Australia’s support for international action related to these species, or for shark
conservation more broadly. As a signatory to the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of
Migratory Sharks (Sharks MoU), Australia will be supportive of facilitating information exchange and
cooperative research work on the species.
Narelle Montgomery
CMS Scientific Councillor for Australia
Assistant Director
Migratory Species Section
Department of the Environment and Energy
NOTE:
The NSWGFA, clubs and anglers co-operation to the science supported by the NSW Game Fish Tournament
Monitoring Program and the NSWDPI Tag Program is invaluable information which always assists in
preparing submissions of behalf of game fishers so please continue to support both these important
programs.
Without the information provided we do not have science to back up our submissions to protect our rights
and our sport.
Both these Programs are funded by the Recreational Fishing Salt Water Trust ( NSW Fishing Licence at work).
NSWGFA and myself have been seed funding the Game Fish Tournament Monitoring Program for the past 3
years and has also pledged support for the next 3 years.
At last year’s AGM GFAA also pledged support for the next 3 years so I am very hopeful the Licence Trust
Saltwater Expenditure Committee will approve funding for the next 3 years at the meeting on the 13 th & 14th
March.
If any club would like a copy of the full submission regarding this matter then please contact
grahame@burwell.com.au NEWS Regarding CMS Listing of Dusky Whaler Sharks and Blue Sharks.
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